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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – January 15, 2019 

Secretary of the Day:  James McGuinness 
 

Meeting called to order by Council President Ken Choi at 6:40 pm.  In attendance:  Debbie McIntosh, 

Helen Moon, Jim McGuinness, Chris Rooney, Shawn D. Bushway, Larry Grimmer, Terri McLaughlin,  

Father Bob, Mike Parzych, Grace Cramer, Vinny Daley, Pam Turnbell, Laureen Arsenault, Edwin Cano, 

Ken Choi 

 

Opening Prayer by everyone (Reigniting Our Faith) 

 

No amendments to the minutes of the November meeting were proffered. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Response from Bishop on our letter on notes from meetings on abuse; 

 We have in fact received a response from the Diocese.  We are told that the Bishop is interested 

in attending one of our Parish Council meetings.  We have two (2) meetings remaining:  April 2nd and 

June 18th. 

Virtus Training 

 Some members of the council have already completed the Virtus training.  President Choi 

pointed out that it would be wise for all council members to complete Virtus training before the Bishop 

comes. 

Pastoral Council as Leaders of Evangelization. 

 Ken Choi started a blog and Debbie McIntosh and Ed Cano have added to this Google Document. 

 Grace Cramer, Debbie McIntosh, and Laureen Arsenault reported on Visiting Grace Fellowship 

Church. 

 Music seemed to be the over-arching format of the celebration. 

 The music was very “up-beat”. 

 There were three (3) songs, a communion service, then the pastor gave a nice sermon, and 

finally, a closing song. 

 The complete service lasted between 60-75 minutes. 

 The seats were very comfortable. 

 The overall worship space was at least as large as our Union Street Church. 

 There appeared to be a broad age range and the congregation was not tilted as heavily toward 

seniors as our own. 
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 When you first entered you came into a space that was more dedicated to socializing and 

fellowship.  We don’t really have this fellowship space or at least not as closely linked with the 

worship space. 

 Terri McLaughlin observed that we don’t really want to become Grace Fellowship.  She then 

challenged the council to articulate the takeaways that would help in the pursuit of our own 

transformation.  She suggested that perhaps a key ingredient was their music ministry. 

 Ed Cano suggested that another key ingredient was the fellowship and the whole sense of 

community. 

 Chris Rooney pointed out that we have made new changes to our own music ministry and these 

seem like positive changes. 

 Shawn Bushway observed that another key ingredient involves the ushers/welcoming team who 

seem to be very active in engaging with the community. 

 Fr. Bob suggested that if the comfort of the welcoming space is a key ingredient, then it should 

be noted that a large space with newer furniture is part of our plan. 

 Shawn Bushway wondered if reserving the last couple of pews for those who come late would 

be beneficial. 

 Ed Cano reminded us that St. Paul’s has a charismatic group that meets outside of the Sunday 

worship.  They meet on Thursday evenings. 

 

Website 

 Ken Choi opined that our website seems to be improved.  Shawn Bushway inquired about the 
interactive capabilities of our website. 

 

Open House 

 A discussion ensued about the concept of an open house.  Terri McLaughlin suggested that 
there are two (2) critical questions:  1.) who should be invited to this open house?  2.) How should it be 
publicized? 

 Ed Cano remarked that this really should be the province of the Evangelization committee. 

 Shawn Bushway pointed out that we don’t really take advantage of all of our opportunities.  For 

example, there were many people at the recent craft fair who aren’t part of our parish.  This was an 

opportunity to reach out externally but this opportunity was missed. 

 Ken Choi agreed that we should do more in the way of outreach. 

 Fr. Bob offered the concept of a neighborhood party.  In this scenario, a family would “host” a 

party.  But Fr. Bob cautioned that we need to be cognizant of the Re-Igniting Our Faith efforts and not 

compromise that team’s work. 
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Personal Testimonies 

 The issue of Personal Testimonies came up.  Both Shawn Bushway and Laureen Arsenault 

agreed that this should be the purview of the evangelization committee.  The initial idea was to publish 

these in the church bulletin, or in the parish blog, etc.  The focus of these is “How was I made to feel 

welcome?”  and/or “What did I experience that made me feel welcome?” 

 

Children’s. Service 

 Michele Schumerick has offered this for the benefit of young families once per month.  The 

consensus is that this is a valuable idea and we all need to help Michele Succeed.  Currently, she has 

about 40 kids and is targeting the 10:00 am mass.  The fear is that it would surely fail if we tried to 

radiate it out to multiple masses and even now, Michele needs more help. 

 

Electronic Giving 

 E-giving was discussed.  The central idea here involves making donations electronically.  This 

could be via PayPal, Venmo, Credit Card, etc.  Right now, any sort of e-giving is perceived as awkward.   

To this end, Larry Grimmer is scheduled to meet with Vanco within a week and explore what is available 

through them. 

Summertime is a regal example of why this needs to be considered.  Last summer, the weekly 

collections cratered.  The theory is that people are on vacation.  If e-giving could be improved.  Then we 

might better smooth out the bumps in receipts. 

Currently our offertory collection is strained.  The finance committee suggests that we diminish 

our generous sacrificial giving from 4% to 3%.  But when the school support is considered, our sacrificial 

giving is truly enormous. 

New Business 

Helen Moon reported that our “Sister Parish” committee met in December.  A discussion ensued 

regarding the shift in assignments for the priests.  Memories of both our prior sister parish (San 

Augustine) and our current partner (Our Lady of Mount Carmel) were shared.  

The committee plans to deliberate over the situation during lent. 

Fr. Bob 

 Father Bob reported on three (3) concepts currently under consideration. 

 First, there is currently some consideration about whether we need to develop a strategic plan.  

Right now, this thought is preliminary and certainly subordinate to some of the more pressing activities.  

But Fr. Bob enquired about the expertise of some consultants who could be brought in to help us 

if/when Strategic Planning were initiated.  
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 Second, changing the daily mass schedule is under consideration.  A currently prominent idea is 

to include a Thursday evening mass. 

 Third, we might consider moving the Parish Council’s meeting to Thursdays.  That way, the 

council could attend mass before the meeting. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 All 

 

Future Meeting Dates 

 04/02/2019 and 06/18/2019 

 

 

 

 

  

 


